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• Storytelling is a form of oral communication.  It is 
embodied in songs, drama and dance, by bards (poet-singers), 
oral historians, as well as grass-roots storytellers. This course 
investigates each of these contributions to storytelling. 

••  SSttoorryytteelllliinngg  iiss  aa  uunniivveerrssaall  aaccttiivviittyy..   The greatest stories ever 
told were about the ministry of Jesus. These stories have been 
told orally in thousands of languages and are based on the 
written records in the Bible. This course promotes an oral 
approach.  

••  SSttoorryy  tteelllliinngg  iiss  aa  nnaattuurraall  pprreeccuurrssoorr  ttoo  lliitteerraaccyy  aanndd  
ttrraannssllaattiioonn..  IItt  eennaabblleess  tthhee  hheeaarreerr  aanndd  tthhee  tteelllleerr  ttoo  vviissuuaalliizzee  aa  
ssttoorryy  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  mmeennttaall  ppiiccttuurreess..  TThhiiss  ccoouurrssee  ffooccuusseess  oonn  tthhee  
vvaalluuee  ooff  iimmaaggiinnaattiioonn  aanndd  ssttoorryytteelllliinngg  iinn  aa  llaanngguuaaggee  pprroojjeecctt..  

••  SSttoorryytteelllliinngg  iiss  aa  sskkiillll  uusseedd  iinn  aallll  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss..  TThhiiss  iinncclluuddeess  
mmaannaaggeemmeenntt,,  mmeeddiicciinnee,,  mmiissssiioollooggyy,,  aass  wweellll  aass  ootthheerr  
ddiisscciipplliinneess..  TThhiiss  ccoouurrssee  bbrrooaaddeennss  tthhee  ssccooppee  ooff  ssttoorryytteelllliinngg  aanndd  
mmooddeellss  tthhee  ppoowweerr  aanndd  aattttrraaccttiivveenneessss  ooff  ssttoorryytteelllliinngg..  

••  SSttoorryytteelllliinngg  pprroommootteess  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn..  BByy  tteelllliinngg  aa  ssttoorryy  iinn  
aannootthheerr  ccuullttuurree  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee,,  tthhee  oouuttssiiddeerr  
bbeeccoommeess  aawwaarree  ooff  tthhee  mmeettaapphhoorrss  aanndd  ootthheerr  oorraall  ssttrraatteeggiieess  ((tthhee  
eemmiicc  ssttrraattaaggeemm))  uusseedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccuullttuurraall  iinnssiiddeerr..  

  
 
 

For more information contact: 
 

GIAL – Telephone 972.708.7343 
7500 W. Camp Wisdom Road 
Dallas, Texas 75236 

 

OR 
Dr. Karl Franklin 
SIL International (at above address) 
email – karl_franklin@sil.org 
telephone – 972.708.7400 x2373 

 
GGIIAALL  FFaall ll   0077  OOrraall   TTrraaddii tt iioonn  &&  
LLii tteerraattuurree  ((SSttoorryytteell ll iinngg))   
CCoouurrssee (LD 5357: 3 hours)  
August 20 to September 17. 
An evening course (6:30-8:30pm) 

 
OOrraall  TTrraaddiittiioonn  aanndd  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  
Upon completion of the course, students will 
better understand the role of oral traditions in 
cultures with both written and unwritten 
languages. Students will describe and practice 
the process of crafting stories and learn certain 
field methods for collecting oral traditions. 

 
Course Information. Contact the GIAL Admissions 
Office (admissions@gial.edu). Course Tuition is 
$310/graduate credit hour, $180/under-graduate credit 
hour, or $150/credit hour for audit. There is a one-time 
application fee of $20. The cost of class books and 
materials are in addition to tuition. The course provides 
graduate credit that may be applied toward a linguistics 
degree at the Graduate Institute of Applied Linguistics .  

 
GGrraadduuaattee  IInnssttiittuuttee  ooff  AApppplliieedd  LLiinngguuiissttiiccss  

DDaallllaass,,  TTeexxaass,,  UU..SS..AA..  
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ggiiaall..eedduu  

  
“When Nigel  Bar ley set  up home among the Dowayo people in 

Northern Cameroon, he knew how f ie ldwork should be 
conducted.  Unfortunately,  nobody had to ld the Dowayo.” 

 ( f rom the cover of  The Innocent Anthropologist:  
 Notes from a Mud Hut by Nigel Barley,  1983).  

 


